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NATIONAL YOUTH WEEK 
Statement by Minister for Youth 

MR A.J. SIMPSON (Darling Range — Minister for Youth) [9.06 am]: It gives me great pleasure to inform 
the house of the start of National Youth Week from 4 to 13 April. National Youth Week is the largest celebration 
of young people on the Australian youth calendar and provides a wonderful opportunity for young people to 
showcase their talents, interests and passions. That is reflected in the theme, “Our Youth, Our Future”. Whether 
a young person is interested in getting information about employment and career pathways, musical 
performances or comic books, National Youth Week has it all. I am going to Kalgoorlie–Boulder on Saturday for 
the official opening of Youth Week at the city’s Youth Fest. Last year I launched Youth Week in Northbridge 
and every second year we go to a regional centre. The event in Kalgoorlie is a major undertaking. It will feature 
a battle of the bands, cooking competitions and a range of other activities. For me, the most exciting thing is that 
young people come up with the ideas and plan it. I note that the City of Kalgoorlie–Boulder relied on its youth 
council to provide valuable input from young people in the goldfields. In Perth, Propel Youth Arts WA has 
organised a number of events with a team of young people, who will make sure the week reflects the interests of 
young people. The state government has supported Youth Week by providing 88 grants to various local 
governments and community groups to run events. I encourage local members to find out about the events 
happening in their area. All the events can be found on the Department of Local Government and Communities’ 
webpage. 
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